A late complication of spousal kidney donation.
An 83-year-old female who had previously (32 years ago) donated a kidney to her husband presented with loin pain, confusion and oliguria. Acute renal failure and pulmonary edema necessitated emergency hemodialysis. The history and findings were thought to be consistent with acute renal artery occlusion on a background of atherosclerosis and severe renal artery stenosis. We present this case, not to imply that renal donation is a hazardous procedure, but rather as an illustration of a complication of donor nephrectomy that in a very large series has proved to be extremely rare. This case illustrates the point that even very rare events become more likely as the period of follow-up increases.